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when these birds are on the Islands, and if even then
you happen to be near them. But if you are fifty or
sixty leagues away, what are you going to do?

To return to my theme. There is no difficulty in
finding a place that is good for one thing —a good
and beautiful harbor; fine meadows and a very fer-
tile soil; a picturesque hill, a pleasant river, or brook,
etc. But to choose a place where all desirable
qualities are united, is not the good fortune of an or-
dinary man, as Aristotle truthfully says, but the pur-
pose and idea of a wise investigator: for, after all,
the uses, success, and perfection of a place, as of a
man, is not really that it be complete, but that there
be no lack of what is essential and important. [31]
That is why Isay that all things considered, and tak-
ing it upon the whole, I believe that the country over
there will be worth as much as this one, after it is well
cultivated; but we should prefer that there every-
thing be in a small space, which we ourselves do not
find here in our extensive Kingdom, after so long a
period of cultivation.

In several places we found the grape, and wild
vines which ripened in their season. It was not the
best ground where we found them, being full of sand
and gravel, like that of Bourdeaux. There are a great
many of these vines at St. John river, in 46° of lati-
tude, where are to be seen also many walnut and
hazel trees, and yet the under layer of soil is not
good there. No other kinds of fruit trees are found
in all this country; but there is every species of wild
shrub and forest trees, such as [32] the oak, beech,
elm, poplar, etc., and some cedars, at least what the
French call cedars."

If the country were inhabited there might be some



